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DIVISION 3. PROFESSIONS AND VOCATIONS GENERALLY [5000 - 9998.11] ( Heading of Division 3 added by Stats. 1939,
Ch. 30.)
CHAPTER 4. Attorneys [6000 - 6243] ( Chapter 4 added by Stats. 1939, Ch. 34.)

ARTICLE 3.5. California Lawyers Association [6055 - 6056.3] ( Heading of Article 3.5 renumbered from Article 3 (as added by
Stats. 2017, Ch. 422, Sec. 24) by Stats. 2018, Ch. 659, Sec. 44. )

6055. This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Nonprofit Association Act.

(Added by Stats. 2017, Ch. 422, Sec. 24. (SB 36) Effective January 1, 2018.)

6056. (a) The State Bar, acting pursuant to Section 6001, shall assist the Sections of the State Bar to incorporate as a private,
nonprofit corporation organized under Section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code and shall transfer the functions and activities
of the 16 State Bar Sections and the California Young Lawyers Association to the new private, nonprofit corporation, to be called the
California Lawyers Association. The California Lawyers Association shall be a voluntary association, shall not be a part of the State
Bar, and shall not be funded in any way through mandatory fees collected by the State Bar. The California Lawyers Association shall
have independent contracting authority and full control of its resources. The California Lawyers Association shall not be considered a
state, local, or other public body for any purpose, including, but not limited to, the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9
(commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) and the California Public
Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1 of the Government Code).

(b) The California Lawyers Association shall establish the criteria for membership in the California Young Lawyers Association. The
California Lawyers Association may change the name of the California Young Lawyers Association to another name consistent with
the criteria for membership and its mission.

(c) The State Bar may assist the California Lawyers Association in gaining appointment to the American Bar Association (ABA)
House of Delegates, consistent with the California Lawyers Association’s mission and subject to the consent of the ABA.

(d) The State Bar shall support the California Lawyers Association’s efforts to partner with the Continuing Education of the Bar
(CEB), subject to agreement by the University of California.

(e) The State Bar of California shall ensure that State Bar staff who support the Sections, as of September 15, 2017, are reassigned
to other comparable positions within the State Bar.

(f) The Sections of the State Bar or the California Lawyers Association and the State Bar shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding regarding the terms of separation of the Sections of the State Bar from the State Bar and mandatory duties of the
California Lawyers Association, including a requirement to provide all of the following:

(1) Low- and no-cost mandatory continuing legal education (MCLE).
(2) Expertise and information to the State Bar, as requested.
(3) Educational programs and materials to the licensees of the State Bar and the public.
(g) The State Bar of California shall assist the California Lawyers Association in meeting the association’s requirement to provide

low- and no-cost MCLE by the inclusion on the State Bar’s internet website of easily accessible links to the low- and no-cost MCLE
provided by the California Lawyers Association.

(Amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 28, Sec. 9. (SB 1380) Effective January 1, 2023.)

6056.3. (a) On or before January 31, 2018, the State Bar shall transfer to the Association all membership fees and other funds paid
for membership in the sections or paid in sponsorships, donations, or funds for the benefit of the sections, including, but not limited
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to, State Bar section financial reserves, with an accounting that specifies which funds are attributable to each individual section of
the Association. The State Bar shall work with the Association to transfer all contracts previously entered into by the State Bar on
behalf of the sections, as soon as practicable, consistent with any contractual obligations and legal requirements, unless an
alternative arrangement is mutually acceptable to the State Bar and the Association.

(b) On or before January 31, 2018, the State Bar shall provide an itemized list of any outstanding expenses, including contracts
made on behalf of section activities.

(c) The State Bar and the Association shall confer and work cooperatively to establish an orderly transition plan.

(d) All current intellectual property of the Sections of the State Bar and the board of governors, currently in the possession of the
State Bar, shall be transferred to and retained by the Association, including, but not limited to, publications, educational materials,
online education, membership lists of section members, and products.

(e) Programs created by the sections within the State Bar’s online education catalog shall be transferred to the Association.

(f) The amount of the State Bar sections’ reserves that are to be transferred shall be determined by cooperative review and
accounting between the State Bar and the Association no later than January 31, 2018. If the State Bar and Sections of the State Bar
do not agree on the amount by January 31, 2018, the parties shall submit the matter to binding arbitration by a neutral arbitrator who

will determine the amount. If the parties cannot agree on a neutral arbitrator, each shall select a neutral arbitrator and the two neutral

arbitrators shall select a single neutral arbitrator to determine the amount. The neutral arbitrator chosen to oversee the matter may
hire an auditor to assist in this task. The fees charged by the arbitrator, including any auditor fees, shall be borne equally by the
State Bar and the Association.

(g) The State Bar shall no longer include individual sections or voluntary organizations that are similar to Sections of the State Bar as

they existed before being transferred to the Association.

(Added by Stats. 2017, Ch. 422, Sec. 24. (SB 36) Effective January 1, 2018.)




